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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Safeguard Iowa Partnership Recruits New Executive Director
New professional leadership will facilitate innovative disaster management coalition

Des Moines, Iowa – (October 29, 2007) – The Safeguard Iowa Partnership, a voluntary coalition of Iowa’s business and government leaders, has appointed Jami S. Haberl as its executive director.  The Partnership is leading a statewide effort to integrate the resources and expertise of Iowa’s businesses with those of government to improve the effectiveness of all stages of disaster management.  Haberl assumed the position on September 11, succeeding Ed Beaman, who staffed the Safeguard Iowa Partnership in its early months. 

As executive director, Haberl is responsible for the administration and operations of the Safeguard Iowa Partnership.  She will be working in coordination with its Operating Council (comprised of corporate security/business continuity experts and senior managers from relevant state agencies) to implement initiatives that deliver new and highly innovative homeland security/emergency management capabilities.  Under Haberl’s leadership, the Partnership will focus on improving communications during crises, developing a database of business resources that could aid in emergency response, and building a permanent, operational relationship between business and government.
“We are quite pleased to have an individual such as Jami, with her notable record of achievement in both the public and private sectors, joining this very important initiative,” said Max Phillips, chair of the Iowa Business Council and president of Qwest-Iowa.  “Safeguard Iowa will continue to focus its efforts on disaster response and business continuity by working across industry sectors and collaborating with key state agencies, with the hope that Iowans can feel more confident about the resilience of the state’s economy and sustaining our excellent quality of life.”
Prior to this appointment, Haberl most recently served as Senior Program Manager for the Iowa Foundation for Medical Care where she was responsible for providing leadership to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services’ national Physician Quality Reporting Initiative.  Previously, she worked for six years in the public health arena including Des Moines University, Iowa Department of Public Health, and Iowa Health System.  Ms. Haberl holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Community Health Education from Iowa State University and two Masters Degrees from Des Moines University in public health and health care administration.

Said Haberl, “I am honored and excited to be working with some of the most respected and knowledgeable experts in disaster response and emergency management here in Iowa and around the United States.  Learning from other recent disasters, such as the hurricane in Louisiana and the fires in California, Safeguard Iowa partners are acutely aware of how important it is to our state’s citizens and its economy to swiftly restore the operation of civic and commercial functions in the wake of a catastrophic event.  As a native Iowan, I look forward to helping develop a comprehensive strategy that engages all levels of business and government.”

The creation of the Safeguard Iowa Partnership was sponsored by the Iowa Business Council and the non-profit Business Executives for National Security (BENS).  Safeguard Iowa is a voluntary coalition of Iowa's business and government leaders who share a commitment to strengthening the state's collective capacity to prevent, protect, respond to, and recover from natural and human-caused disasters through effective public-private collaboration.  Founding partners include over 20 Iowa companies, the three Regent universities, health care organizations, and state government agencies.  BENS has facilitated similar partnerships and programs in New Jersey, Georgia, Massachusetts, Los Angeles and Orange County, the San Francisco Bay area, Kansas City, and is currently supporting partnership development work in another half-dozen states.
Founded in 1985, the Iowa Business Council is a non-profit, non-partisan, self-funded organization whose members include the top executives of 20 of the largest businesses in the state, the three Regent university presidents, and the CEO of Iowa’s largest banking association.  The purpose of the Council is to engage the personal commitment of these members in active leadership roles on major initiatives that offer opportunity to enhance Iowa’s overall economic vitality.  Collectively, IBC companies and institutions employ more than 203,000 Iowans and, in just the last ten years, have invested over $13 billion worth of capital in the state.  Annually, more than $250 million worth in financial contributions and volunteer hours are given to numerous charitable causes around the state.  Council members also lead in technology innovation with over $2.1 billion in spending on, and procured grants for, research and development.  For more information, please visit the IBC Web site at www.iowabusinesscouncil.org.

The Safeguard Iowa Partnership office is located in Des Moines; however, the group’s members and activities reach statewide.  For more information on the Safeguard Iowa Partnership, contact/visit jhaberl@safeguardiowa.org or www.safeguardiowa.org 
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